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December MOAA Dinner
When: Thursday, 14 December, 2017
Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel
925 South Creyts Road, Lansing, Michigan (at I-496)
SOCIAL HOUR: 6:00 PM
DINNER: 6:30 PM
PROGRAM: 7:30 PM
Menu Selections:
#1 Stuffed Chicken: Rolled breast of chicken with apple and bread
stuffing. With cranberry relish, whipped potato, green beans
#2 Roast Pork: MI cherry glaze, whipped potato, green beans
#3 Warrior Steak cooked medium topped with sautéed onions and
demi-glace. Whipped Potatoes and carrots
Make your reservations by SUNDAY, 10 December 2017
On line at www.cacmoaa.org
or contact CW3 Tony Kruckeberg, armyblkhawk@yahoo.com, or
517-575-9386
Include # of attendees. Cost is $25.00.
Make checks payable to ‘Capitol Area Chapter MOAA

December Program
MSU Children’s Choir
We are extremely pleased to welcome the Michigan State University Community Music School’s
Grammy award winning Children’s Choir for our Holiday entertainment. Over the years we have been
entertained by High School Choirs from all over the Lansing community. This year is special.
.
The MSU Children’s Choir is for treble singers (unchanged voices) grades 5-9 and represents MSU’s
Children and Youth Choir Program through unique performing opportunities. The ensemble performs 68 times each school year. The choir is made up of students from our community who enjoy singing,
learning, and meeting new people
The MSU Children’s Choir has established a tradition of excellence, performing at state, regional, and
national choral conventions, as well as such prestigious venues as Carnegie Hall and Orchestra Hall in
Chicago and Detroit. They have appeared in concert with the Canadian Brass, Peter Nero and Marilyn
Horne. The choir has released seven CDs and recorded the Grammy Award-winning Songs of
Innocence and of Experience by William Bolcom on the Naxos label under the direction of Leonard
Slatkin. Their CD’s are available at shop.msu.edu.

East Lansing Veterans Monument
The City of East Lansing and the Rotary Club raised
funds for a Veterans Monument to honor all veterans
from the East Lansing community who bravely
served in the United States Military and memorialize
those who gave their lives while serving. The Capital
Area Chapter was recognized as a donor at the
dedication ceremony on November 6, 2017 and will
be acknowledged among those who made the
project possible on a plaque in the main lobby of the
Hannah Community Center. Chapter members
MGJames Pocock and Lt Col Douglass Couto were
also in attendance at the ceremony.
Keynote speaker was Major General Gregory J.
Vadnais, The Adjutant General and the Director of
the Military and Veterans Affairs Department for
Michigan.

Chapter Scholarships
TAX DEDUCTION FOR SCHOLARSHIP
DONATIONS
Despite news about possible changes to federal
tax laws, your contributions to the Chapter
Scholarship Fund are still deductible from your
2017 income tax. So now is the time to make a
donation and help us reach a goal of providing a
scholarship or book award to all eligible
applicants.
Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter
MOAA and bring to the next Chapter Meeting or
mail to: Maj DeLee Dankenbring, 992 Pennine
Ridge Way, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Annual Chapter Dues
2018 local dues for Chapter Members are due 1
Jan 18. They are $10 per year. A late fee of $5
will be assessed after 1 Feb 18. An auxiliary
member who is a surviving spouse does not pay
dues. Chapter dues are used for the newsletter,
donations to charitable organizations, and
general operating expenses. This is NOT your
MOAA national membership dues.
A huge thanks to all who have already
paid. Please make checks payable to CAC
MOAA and send to Maj DeLee
Dankenbring, 992 Pennine Ridge Way, Grand
Ledge, MI 48837. You can also mail any
scholarship donations to the same address.

East Lansing Rotary President Ody Norkin, Mayor
Mark Meadows and MG Gregory J. Vadnais, MIANG

If you have any questions, please feel free to
call her at 517-614-6090 or email
deleemarie@aol.com.

Pay Raise!!
The final COLA for the 2017 fiscal year is
2 percent. This means retired pay will be
increased by 2 percent starting in January of
2018. In other words, you will see a $20
increase for every $1000 of retired pay
received. The final COLA is determined by
comparing the average CPI of the final three
months of the fiscal year to the same quarter of
the prior year.

The monument is at Hannah Community Center, 819
Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823

Executive Board Meeting
7 December 2017, 1130 hours at Piazzano’s,
1825 N Grand River, Lansing, MI

Newsletter Sponsors
Sponsors: Thank you for your generous support. Chapter Members: Please support our sponsors with
your business.

CAC Supports Toys for Tots
In the spirit of giving and continuing to serve our community,
w are asking each member to bring or send a new
unwrapped toy to our December meeting. We will present
these toys with an additional donation from the Capitol Area
Chapter to two local Marine guests who will be joining us for
dinner.
Call (517)719-4579 if you would like someone to pick up
your gift and deliver it to the Meeting.

LTC (Ret) Charles Kettles, CMH
“We got all 44 out. None of those names appear on the wall in Washington. There’s nothing more
important than that.” LTC Kettles says in reference to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington,
DC. He had done his job, and done it well.
He is truly a home grown genuine guy. He lived in the Lansing area as a child. He and his wife have
been married over 50 years and she still accompanies him wherever he goes.
As a Medal of Honor recipient, Kettles was thrust into the spotlight. “There’s so much travel now,” Ann
said.
These are a couple of comments made by Chapter Members who heard Congressional Medal of Honor
awardee LTC Charles Kettles at our November Dinner. This was truly a unique experience. How many
of us can honestly say we have met and heard a Medal of Honor speak?
Hear are some more comments and some great pictures:

Recollections of Chapter Members
Ann Kettles knows the story, she’s heard it many times. It’s the story of May 15, 1967, when then-Maj.
Charles Kettles lead a group of UH-1D Hueys on a mission to rescue soldiers from the 1st Battalion,
327th Infantry Regiment.
“The most important thing is that 44 names do not appear on The Wall,” Kettles says in reference to
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC. He had done his job, and done it well. Kettles
received the Distinguished Service Cross for his actions that day.
Kettles returned to the United States. He served another tour in Vietnam in 1969, then returned and
finished his degree at Eastern Michigan University. He and Ann married in 1977. Kettles retired from
the Army as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1978. And life went on.
Then, one day in 2012, Veterans History Project local coordinator Bill Volano was visiting the Kettles.
While talking about his service, Ann told Charles to tell Bill about May 15. “Tell him! Tell him
about May 15,” she urged. Charles told the story Ann had heard so many times before, which set in
motion the events to upgrade his award to the Medal of Honor.
As a Medal of Honor recipient, Kettles was thrust into the spotlight. “There’s so much travel now,” Ann
said. She accompanies him wherever she can. They made the drive from Ypsilanti to Lansing together
for the November Capitol Area Chapter MOAA meeting. What’s the hardest part for Charles? “Trying to
remember the names of everyone I meet,” he says with a laugh. As they prepared to make the onehour journey home, she mentioned how exhausting their travel can be. But, she knows people want to
hear the story of May 15.
LTC Kettles reviewed his military career both active and reserve. He stated he was a member of 4-20
FA in Lansing and that is where he met MG Marvin G. Back (former CG, 123rd ARCOM, and 70th
Division) who was instrumental in his CMH being pursued and approved. Stated MG Back was an
enlisted clerk working for him when they first met. Why it took so long for his approval of CMH. One of
the big issues was witnesses and waiver on the time lapse between the incident and 2015. He is truly
a home grown genuine guy. He lived in the Lansing area as a child. He and his wife have been
married over 50 years and she still accompanies him wherever he goes
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