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January MOAA Dinner 
When:  Thursday, 11 January, 2018 

Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel  

925 South Creyts Road, Lansing, Michigan (at I-496) 

SOCIAL HOUR: 6:00 PM 

 DINNER: 6:30 PM 

 PROGRAM: 7:30 PM 

 Menu Selections: 

#1 Chicken Marsala:  breast of chicken with mushroom Marsala 
sauce, duchess potato and vegetable medley 

#2 Vegetable Lasagna with vegetable medley 
#3 Warrior Steak cooked medium topped with sautéed onions and 

demi-glace.  Whipped Potatoes and carrots 

Chocolate Mousse 
Make your reservations by SUNDAY, 7 January 2018 

On line at www.cacmoaa.org  

or contact CPT Paul Case, paul.case@frontier.com  

Include # of attendees. Cost is $25.00. 

Make checks payable to ‘Capitol Area Chapter MOAA 

 

Capitol Area Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 

Timely Topics 
Chapter Web site:  www.cacmoaa.org  

\  

(Vol 2018 – No.1) 

www.moaa.org 

January Program 
Understanding Veteran Dental Benefits and Adult Dental Care 

Colonel (Dr.) Philip Sandefur, USAF - Ret 

Chief of Dental Services, Battle Creek VA Medical Center  
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Philip Sandefur to talk about veteran dental benefits provided by the US 
Department of Affairs (VA).  He will help demystify the different eligibility requirements for veterans needing 
dental care that range from extensive care to very limited care.  Less than 20% of veterans are eligible for 
dental care.  In addition, he’ll talk generally about adult dental care and how to keep your teeth and smile 
healthy.    
 

Dr. Sandefur is the Chief of Dental Services at the Battle Creek VA Medical Center.  He is a retired Air 
Force Colonel with 60+ years’ experience with military and veteran health care, first as the son of a retired 
Air Force Master Sergeant, then his own 30-year enlisted and officer military career, and now with 8 years 
experience working for the Veterans Administration.  He is the Chief of Dental Services leading a staff of 32 
at the Battle Creek VAMC and Grand Rapids Outpatient clinics.  He is also the Lead Dentist for the 
Michigan (lower peninsula), Indiana, and Western Ohio regional area (Veterans Integrated Service Network 
(VISN) 10.  Dr. Sandefur graduated from the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston in 
1985.  After multiple military assignments in both clinical and leadership roles, he retired from the Air Force 
in 2008.   
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Executive Board 
Meeting 

4 January 2018, 1130 hours 
at Piazzano’s, 1825 N Grand 
River, Lansing, MI 
 

Newly Elected Chapter Officers  
The following list of Officers were duly elected on Thursday evening, 9 Nov  and installed on Thursday, 14 
December for Executive Board positions.  
 
President                Doug Couto    Lt Col, USAF, (Retired) 
1st VP Programs           Gregory Movsesian, COL, USA, (Retired) 
2nd VP Membership      Jason Wilkinson    LCDR, USN 
3rd VP Hospitality          CPT Paul Case    CPT, USA 
Secretary                       Dorothy Johnston    Auxiliary Member   
Treasurer                       DeLee Dankenbring    Maj, USAF, (Retired) 
Member at Large           Richard J. Idzkowski    BrigGen, USAF, (Retired) 
 

 

 

Newsletter 
Due to the cost of mailing this Newsletter, we are limited as to how much 
content we can include. Those who receive this Newsletter via email get a 
lot more. If you are able and would like to get this via email, or if you need 
some help with it, contact me at moaaeditor@gmail.com or call me at 517-
719-4579.  



Newsletter Sponsors 
Sponsors: Thank you for your generous support.  Chapter Members: Please support our sponsors with 
your business. 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
      
      

             

 
 

 

   
 

                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Toys for Tots Challenge 
Medal 

Our Chapter was presented with 
this Challenge Medal by our 
local Marine unit at our 
December Dinner. 
 

   



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

TRICARE Changes Rolling Out 

MOAA wants you to know. TRICARE changes 
are here. MOAA is taking a wait-and-see 
approach on whether these changes are best 
for our members, but in the meantime, we 
believe it is our duty, as your advocate, to keep 
you informed. Here you’ll find important 
information on new enrollment rules, who is 
affected by TRICARE changes, and access to 
care. Our goal is to give you the information to 
help you select the best health care plan for 
you and your family. 

file:///C:/Users/Dave/Downloads/MOAA_20
18_TRICARE_white_paper.pdf  

Veteran's Scholarship 
 
The Michigan DAR Rosamond P. Haeberle 
Memorial Scholarship is to assist 
Michigan Veterans in funding their post-
secondary education goals. The deadline 
to submit scholarship applications is March 16, 
2018. If you have any questions 
regarding this scholarship please contact 
Barbara Balow at 248- 332 -4300 and 
she will help with the process. There are many 
deserving veterans that would love 
the financial help. Let’s try and get this 
information to the schools, local Veterans 
organizations, community colleges and any 
other organization that might be a 
resource for deserving veterans. Applications 
are available on line at 
http://www.michdar.org/RPHMS.htm   
 

October 13, 2017  

Dear Friend of Greater Lansing Food Bank: 
 
Today, right now, here in mid-Michigan, 1 in 4 children suffer from food insecurity. Because of your 
generous gift in September 2017 of 57 pounds of food; men, women and children in our region will 
get some of the food they need. Donations from community partners like you have allowed us here, 
at the Greater Lansing Food Bank, to help nearly 112,000 people over the last year in Clare, 
Clinton, Eaton, Ingham, Gratiot, Isabella and Shiawassee counties. Hunger does not discriminate, it 
affects young and old alike. For many, it could be a loss of a job, medical expenses, or their 
financial resources have been cut that leads a person from donor to the food bank to someone in 
need of food bank services. In truth, no one wants to be a food bank client, but with your continued 
support, together, we can be there for our neighbors in need and for that we are most grateful. 
Again, thank you for your contribution, you are making a difference. 
 
Sincerely, Kim Harkness   Todd Powell  
Director of Operations   Food Resources Manager  
 
Greater Lansing Food Bank is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and contributions are 
taxdeductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. For more information, consult your tax adviser. 
 
Editor’s Note: This Thank You letter was received by our Chapter for the donation we made 
at our September Picnic. Another example of one of the many local charities our MOAA 
Chapter supports. 

Terry Dankenbring 

Terry recently underwent triple bypass surgery. No problems and No complications.  He is 
recovering in ICU for the next few days.  He still has the breathing tube in his mouth.  No visitors 
please. Please keep the Dankenbring Family in your prayers. 



 

 
 
 
  

Annual Chapter Dues 
2018 local dues for Chapter Members are due 1 Jan 18. They are $10 per year. A late fee of $5 will 
be assessed after 1 Feb 18. An auxiliary member who is a surviving spouse does not pay dues. 
Chapter dues are used for the newsletter, donations to charitable organizations, and general 
operating expenses. This is NOT your MOAA national membership dues.  
 
A huge thanks to all who have already paid.   Please make checks payable to CAC MOAA and send 
to Maj DeLee Dankenbring, 992 Pennine Ridge Way, Grand Ledge, MI 48837.  You can also mail any 
scholarship donations to the same address.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call her at 517-614-6090 or email deleemarie@aol.com.  

Community Dental Care Services Available in Michigan 

 
My Community Dental Center (MCDC) www.mydental.org  1-877-313-6232  
Dental Clinics North (DCN)/Health Dept. of Northwest MI www.nwhealth.org 1-800-432-4121 or 
1-877-321-7070 
Schools of Dentistry in the State of Michigan 
University of Michigan, School of Dentistry; 1011 N. University, Ann Arbor MI, 48109 

734-763-6933 (Option 1) or toll free 888-707-2500.  8am to 5pm when school in session http://www.dent.umich.edu/patients  

  

University of Detroit/Mercy, School of Dentistry; 2700 Martin Luther King Blvd., Detroit MI  48208 

313-494-6700, 7am to 4pm when school is in session 

http://dental.udmercy.edu/patient  

 

Michigan Veterans Trust Fund -  517-284-5299 for wartime Veterans (180 days wartime service). The Emergency 

Grant Program is intended to help veterans overcome an unforeseen situation causing a temporary or short term financial 

emergency or hardship that a grant will resolve and the applicant can demonstrate the ability to meet future expenses. 

To apply for emergency funds from the MVTF, veterans should contact the MVTF county committee serving the county 

where you reside or fill out and submit an Emergency Assistance Form. 

 

Michigan Veterans Resource Center-   Please call 1-800-642-4838 for information regarding possible resources 

available to Veterans. 
 

Michigan Donated Dental Services (DDS) 
Dental Lifeline Network-Michigan; requires application-eligibility based on permanent disability, elderly or medically at risk 

and lack adequate income to pay for needed dental care.  While there is generally no cost to qualifying individuals, people 

in a position to pay may be encouraged to do so, particularly if dental laboratory work is needed.  If qualified for Medicaid, 

you will be asked to utilize this resource before using DDS. 

Phone numbers; outside southeast Michigan- 866-263-4067 or 517-347-6994, southeast Michigan- 800-850-5913 or 517-

347-0054 

http://www.dentallifeline.org/michigan/ 

 

Michigan Dental Association 
http://www.smilemichigan.com  click on the small grid in the upper right corner of the home page, the scroll down to “Resources”. 
 

Please note:  MOAA does not recommend one service over another and has no financial or other arrangements with any of these 

organizations.     

 



 

VA studies Vietnam vets for exposure to cancer-causing parasite 
Servicemembers who fought in Vietnam could be at risk of developing cancer caused by a parasite 
they might've ingested decades ago through raw or undercooked fish while deployed to Southeast 
Asia.  

Test results from a study conducted this spring by the Department of Veterans affairs show Vietnam 
War veterans could be infected with a slow-killing parasite, The Associated Press reported. Twenty 
percent of the 50 veterans tested were positive or bordering positive for antibodies from tiny 
parasitic worms called liver flukes, according to the wire service.  

Liver flukes can cause cholangiocarcinoma, a bile-duct cancer. 

Health officials posted a warning on the VA site that servicemembers who “ate raw or undercooked 
freshwater fish during their service in Southeast Asia, such as Vietnam War veterans, might have 
been infected” by liver flukes.  

“However, currently VA is not aware of any studies that show that bile duct cancer occurs more 
often in U.S. Vietnam War Veterans than in other groups of people,” the warning states.  

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., has asked the National Academy of Sciences to research the 
potential link between water-borne parasites and bile-duct cancer. He cited the case of Jerry 
Chiano, a Vietnam War veteran from New York. The Navy Seabee swam in local rivers and ate fish 
while serving in Vietnam. Chiano later developed bile-duct cancer, but the VA did not recognize the 
disease as service connected, according to Schumer's letter.  

Chiano died on Nov. 19. He was 68 years old. 

“Veterans, like Jerry Chiano, shouldn't have to wage their own war to gather the scientific facts 
about bile duct cancer in order to receive earned benefits,” Schumer wrote four months before the 
Navy veteran's death. “…This research will prove critical as Americans are diagnosed and can 
more readily assess their likelihood of risk.”  

People who've ingested liver flukes sometimes don't show symptoms for decades. The parasites 
can mature to adulthood inside the human biliary duct system, according to the VA, and the 
irritation and scarring caused by liver fluke infections can lead to cancer. 

As of last year, the VA had treated about 700 veterans with cholangiocarcinoma in the past 15 
years, the AP reported. Most of those veterans didn't submit claims for benefits since they didn't 
know about the potential link to their time in service, according to the AP.  

“Of the claims submitted, [three] out of [four] have been rejected,” according to data obtained by the 
AP via Freedom of Information Act request. Curt Cashour, a VA spokesman, told the AP that the 
department is taking its study seriously, but added that “until further research, a recommendation 
cannot be made either way.” 


