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CAC Mission Statement
Our mission is to support
legislative and charitable
initiatives at the local, state,
and national levels to enhance
our families, communities and
country.

Membership
For membership inquiries
please use this link:
www.cacmoaa.org , for
eligibility or other questions
regarding membership please
contact: Jason Wilkinson at:
(719) 205 2482

Newsletter
Help the chapter reduce
newsletter costs by requesting
an email version in lieu of a
printed copy. If you are able
and would like to get this via
email, or if you need some help
with it, contact me at
moaaeditor@gmail.com or call
(517) 526-2406.

May 2019 MOAA Dinner
When: Thursday, 9 May
Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel 925 S. Creyts Rd, Lansing MI (at I-496)
SOCIAL HOUR: 6:00 pm DINNER: 6:30 pm PROGRAM: 7:30 pm
Menu Selections:
(1) Signature Steak: With demi-glace, duchess potato, and vegetable
medley
(2) Chicken Cordon Bleu: topped with creamy cheese sauce, with
duchess potato and vegetable medley
(3) Roast Pork: With brown gravy, duchess potato, and vegetable
medley
Garden Salad and triple chocolate cheese cake served with all
selections
Make your reservations by Sunday, 5 May 2019
On line at www.cacmoaa.org or contact CW4 Tony Kruckeberg,
armyblkhawk@yahoo.com, or 517-575-9386
Include # of attendees. Cost is $25.00.
Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter MOAA
May Program
Michigan Lighthouses, An Aerial Photographic Perspective, presented
by John L. Wagner
Mr. Wagner has been flying since 1958 and is a graduate of Western
Michigan University and its flight training program. Mr. Wagner gained a
working knowledge of photography through self-study and “hands-on”
experience, and later through college courses. He expanded his area of
expertise to underwater photography while working as a diver with the
Research Division of the Alaskan Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, part of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. John began the Michigan lighthouse series in
1985 as an incidental photographic interest and continued it with heightened
enthusiasm and singleness of purpose in late 1986. In 1989, the concept of a
book unfolded. The first printing of the book, Michigan Lighthouses, An Aerial
Photographic Perspective, occurred in January 1994, and was sold out in
November 1996. A second printing was completed in July 1998. A traveling
exhibit of aerial photographic enlargements has also been assembled that
includes all of Michigan's 100 plus lighthouses.
The April CAC MOAA board approved annual dues of $15.00 starting January 2020!

Chapter 1st Vice President COL (Dr) Gregory
Movsesian presents the MOAA Certificate of
Appreciation to April guest speaker Colin Brooks. Colin
gave an informative talk regarding unmanned aerial
systems use for determining infrastructure issues within
Michigan and the US. Thanks Colin!!
Executive Board Meeting
May 2, 2019 11:30 at Piazzano’s, 1825 N. Grand River,
Lansing

NEVER STOP SERVING
Bipartisan Bill Would Improve Guard Access to Education Benefits
A bipartisan group of senators has introduced legislation that would give Guardsmen and Reservists some
of the same benefits provided to active-duty troops.
The Montgomery GI Bill Parity Act (S.1136) would allow reserve-component personnel to use their GI Bill
benefits concurrently with federal tuition assistance programs to fund their education.
Current DoD policy allows active-duty service members to use the programs simultaneously, but bars Guard
and Reserve troops from doing the same. If passed, the bill would require the Pentagon to update its policy.
“Our legislation is all about supporting our Guard and Reserve members and ensuring they receive the
benefits that they have earned,” said Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D. “The Montgomery GI Bill Parity Act
improves access to education benefits for Guard members and ensures that they are able to utilize their
benefits in the same was as active duty service members.”
Hoeven and Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., introduced the bill. Both are members of the Defense
Appropriations Committee. Sen. Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., and Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., co-sponsor the
legislation.
Boozman said the bill was a “simple fix to a problem that should not exist.”
“Our men and women in uniform deserve the benefits they have earned without strings attached,” he said.
Leahy, the co-chair of the Senate National Guard Caucus, said members of the National Guard should
receive all the educational benefits the nation intended they receive. And Cramer said allowing service
members to use both benefits makes the military and economy stronger.
“Current restrictions prevent service members from using GI Bill benefits if they are already using tuition
assistance, making it more difficult to cover education-related costs,” he said. “This legislation closes this
loophole and allows service members to use the educational benefits they have earned through years of
dedicated service.”

MOAA Seeks More Lawmakers to Back Bills Ending the Widows Tax
MOAA hosted its annual Storming the Hill event on April 10. During the all-day event, MOAA members from
across the country visited their elected officials to address important issues affecting servicemembers and
their families.
One of the issues MOAA members discussed with lawmakers was the widows tax, a financial penalty
affecting almost 66,000 military survivors.
Under current law, survivors of deceased servicemembers must forfeit part or all of their purchased Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity when they are awarded the VA's Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC). The widows tax is the loss of any portion of the SBP annuity.
“People paid into this thinking they were going to get a return. It's just not fair,” said MOAA board member
Gail Joyce, a surviving spouse and Gold Star mom, who lobbied Texas legislators to do their part and bring
an end to the widows tax.
Legislation to end the offset has been introduced in the House by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.) and in the
Senate by Doug Jones (D-Ala.) and has broad, bipartisan support. The House bill had 216 cosponsors and
the Senate bill had 50, as of April 10, with others expected to join.
New rules passed earlier this year in the House make it easier to force a vote on a bill if it has 290
cosponsors.
With your help, we can make that happen.
Please take a moment to send a MOAA-suggested message to your elected officials about the widows tax.
Barb Smith, who stormed for the first time this year, is a surviving spouse from Virginia Beach. She is
storming for not only those spouses affected today, but the future widows and widowers who will lose
money due to this unjust legislation. Any spouse of a servicemember in uniform today could be affected. “It's
wrong,” Smith said.

Veterans Court Needs Volunteers
Many of us have served as mentors during our time in service, now is your chance to continue that
relationship by volunteering as a mentor with the Michigan Veterans Court. The court serves Veterans in
need during a difficult time in their lives. Your support is needed to enhance this valuable program.
Please contact Tom McBeath at: (517) 896 9764 or email at: mcbeatht@gmail.com
Capitol Area Chapter is accepting nominations for our Executive Committee
which directs the activities of the Chapter for the period 2020 - 2022. Positions
to be filled are:
President of the Chapter, 1st Vice President and Programs Chair, 2nd Vice
President and membership Director, 3rd Vice President and Hospitality Chair,
Secretary, Treasurer, Member At Large
If you would like to be considered for one of these positions please contact a
member of the Nominating Committee before June 6, 2019. They are as
follows:
LTC (Ret) Jim Sigmon
517-669-5020
FASigjrs@aol.com

CW5 (Ret) Tom McBeth
517-896-9764
mcbeath@gmail.com

Col (Ret) Frank Moss
517-337-1439
f.e.moss@outlook.com
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Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding
legislative issues and current events affecting you and your community! For more information regarding issues that
affect you and your family members please use this link: HTTP://takeaction.moaa.org or call: (800) 234-6622, or
(703) 549-2311

Support Our Scholarship Program!!
Support Kroger Card Drive!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program! Thank you for all of
your support and thank you in advance for signing up for this valuable program. We will have computers
our next meeting to help anyone needing assistance with joining the program. Our chapter non-profit
Organization number is: JR311, use this number when contacting Kroger for assistance.

