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Please join us at Tony M’s (address below) for the CAC MOAA Chapter 
dinner and program on TUESDAY, 9 November.  Our guest is Meghan 
Mitchell. She is representing the VFW National Home for Children, founded 
in 1925 in Eaton Rapids Michigan as a place where families left behind by 
war could remain together, keeping the family circle intact even when their 
servicemeber did not come home.  Meghan is the Communications 
Specialist for the home and will be speaking to us regarding the mission, 
vision and future goals of the VFW National Home in these challenging 
times. Please join us on Tuesday, 9 November at Tony M’s to hear her 
compelling presentation and gather together with other chapter members to 
recognize Veterans Day 2021.     

November 2021 CAC MOAA Dinner Meeting
Our November dinner meeting will take place at Tony M’s - 3420 S Creyts Road, Lansing MI on Tuesday, 
9 November. Happy Hour at 1800 with dinner at 1830.  The banquet room is to the left as you enter the 

building.  The choices are as follows:
1.  Sizzler Steak, baked potato, salad

2.  Broiled Cod, Mashed potatoes, salad
Rolls, coffee, iced tea, and water will accompany the meal. Price is $25. 

Drinks and dessert are at your own expense. 
Please RSVP by Friday, 5 November to www.cacmoaa.org

CAC MOAA Scholarship Winners:
We congratulate the following for their scholarship awards:

$1100 Scholarship:  
Grace Spackman - COL & Mrs. James Spackman Scholarship

Alexis Noirot - COL & Mrs. George Noirot Scholarship
Austin Nielsen - COL & Mrs. Howard Becker Scholarship 
Jackson Smits - MG & Mrs. James Pocock Scholarship 
Grace Krapohl - LTC (Chap) Darrel Neves Scholarship

$1000 Scholarship:  
Summer Nielsen - LCDR Harry Parks Scholarship

Darcy Rai - COL Robert Angell Scholarship
  $300 Book Award:  

Holly Slattery, Colton Smits, Melaina Smits

http://www.cacmoaa.org
http://www.cacmoaa.org


Tell Congress to Ensure SGLI, VGLI Keep Up With Inflation
The Service members’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI) and Veterans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI) program 
has not kept up with inflation. The current coverage is $400,000 and has not been updated since 2005. 
With soaring inflation, it is time for SGLI and VGLI to catch up: The Supporting Families of the Fallen Act 
will increase this important insurance program to $500,000.
If the round number increase causes you concern, as it does for most military planners and budget 
programmers, your instincts are correct. For perspective, this U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics inflation 
calculator indicates that $400,000 in January 2005, when accounting for inflation, would be worth 
approximately $575,000 in September 2021. Although this legislation will fall short of a complete 
adjustment for inflation, getting lawmakers to make this adjustment is important progress and could lead to 
further legislation requiring automatic adjustments.
“The Supporting Families of the Fallen Act is long overdue and will authorize the Service members’ Group 
Life Insurance (SGLI) and Veterans’ Group Life Insurance (VGLI) to catch up with inflation,” said Lt. Gen. 
Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret), president and CEO of the Military Officers Association of America. “This 
legislation is ultimately about supporting the families of service members, and MOAA looks forward to 
growing bipartisan support for this important modernization of life insurance.”
Reps. Chip Roy (R-Texas) and Mike Levin (D-Calif.) introduced this bipartisan legislation (H.R. 3793) in 
the House, along with Reps. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (R-Iowa), and Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.). All are 
members of the House Veterans Affairs Committee.  
“Veterans and active duty service members across the country should rest assured that if anything 
happens to them, their families will be supported,” Roy said. “That is why as the representative for 
thousands of military and veterans families … I introduced the Supporting Families of the Fallen Act to 
update the decades old life insurance policy and give families across the country peace of mind.”
Levin said the bill would provide “a long overdue increase in death benefits to ease financial hardships for 
our Gold Star Families and other military families. I am proud to introduce this bill with Rep. Roy to expand 
monetary relief for the loved ones of those who give their lives for our nation. We must honor their service 
and sacrifice by passing this bill as soon as possible.”
The Senate’s companion bill, S. 2794, was introduced in September by Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.).
“Our military families support our warfighters in the dangers of battle and through the most difficult times,” 
Tuberville said. “We hope they never receive that horrible call, but when one of our service members pays 
the ultimate sacrifice, their family should be taken care of. This legislation is one way to ease their financial 
worries and hopefully alleviate the peripheral stress that comes with mourning the loss of a loved one.”
Although both the House and Senate versions were introduced relatively late in the legislative session, this 
legislation will have time to grow co-sponsors throughout the remainder of the 117th session of Congress. 
These co-sponsors will carry over to the next half of the 117th Congress, and it remains important for 
legislators to hear from constituents.
With midterm elections on the minds of many lawmakers, a phone call in addition to a letter is an effective 
way to influence elected officials. Use MOAA’s Capital Hotline – 866-272-MOAA (6622) – a toll-free line to 
the U.S. Capitol switchboard, to connect with your legislators' offices.  For more information on other 
advocacy initiatives, please visit MOAA’s Advocacy News page.

[TAKE ACTION: Ask Your Lawmakers to Co-Sponsor the Supporting Families of the Fallen Act]

[RELATED: New VA Programs Target Better Care for Older Veterans]

https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm
https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3793
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2794/cosponsors
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?0&engagementId=513098
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/news-listing/?cat=107
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/app/write-a-letter?0&engagementId=513098
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2021-news-articles/advocacy/new-va-programs-target-better-care-for-older-veterans/
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Veterans Crisis Line
The Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans in crisis and their families and friends with qualified, caring Department of 

Veterans Affairs responders through a confidential toll-free hotline, online chat, or text.  Veterans and their loved ones can call 
(800) 273-8255 and press 1, chat online, or send a text message to 838255 to receive confidential support 24 hours a day,      

7 days a week, 365 days a year.  Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals is available.

Your local Capitol Area Chapter and National MOAA are nonpartisan groups representing all members regarding legislative 
issues and current events affecting you and your community!  For more information regarding issues that affect you and your 

family members please use this link:  http://takeaction.moaa.org or call (800) 234-6622/(703) 549-2311

Newsletter
Help the chapter reduce newsletter costs by requesting an email version in lieu of a printed copy.  If you are able to and would 

like to get this via email, or if you need some help with it, contact me at moaaeditor@gmail.com or call (517) 526-2406

Membership
For membership inquiries please use this link:  www.cacmoaa.org.  For 

eligibility or other questions regarding membership please contact Gregory 
Movsesian at (313) 819-2870. Why join?  https://youtu.be/42YD9d8WI5Q

CAC Mission Statement
Our mission is to support legislative and charitable initiatives at the local, state, 

and national levels to enhance our families, communities and country.

Support our Scholarship Program with a Kroger Card!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program!  Thank you for all of your support in 
signing up and shopping with Kroger.  For those interested in beginning the program, our chapter non-profit organization 
number is: JR311, use this number when contacting Kroger for admission to the program and Kroger will donate a portion of 
your purchase to the CAC MOAA chapter scholarship fund.          
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