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September MOAA Picnic
When: Thursday, 13 September 2018
Where: Meridan Township Pavilion, 5153 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI (North of
Meridian Mall)
Social HOUR: 5:30 PM
DINNER: 6:30 PM
Menu:
BBQ Picnic Food
Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Sliced Watermelon
Assorted desserts, lemonade/iced tea
Beer, Wine, Snacks and Soft Drinks
Make your reservations by SUNDAY, 9 September 2018
On line at www.cacmoaa.org or contact CW4 Tony Kruckeberg,
armyblkhawk@yahoo.com, or 517-575-9386
Include # of attendees. Cost is $25.00.
Make checks payable to Capitol Area Chapter MOAA

September Retiree Appreciation Picnic
Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 13th!
We will be having our Annual September Picnic,
recognizing our Retirees in appreciation for their
valued Service! We have invited groups who
support military retirees and Veterans to join us, and
provide a table display of information regarding their
respective areas. In addition, we have invited local
political leaders as well as our Chapter Sponsors to
meet and greet our members. The Pretty Shaky
String Band is returning for another performance,
back by popular demand! This is a great and fun
event to invite new members! Come and join the
fun and fellowship as we start our new program
year!

NEVER STOP SERVING
TRICARE RETIREE DENTAL PROGRAM TRANSITION TO FEDVIP
TRDP–to–FEDVIP Transition
On December 31, 2018, the Defense Health Agency's TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) will end. However, as
directed in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017, retired uniformed service members
and their families, who were eligible for TRDP, will have the opportunity to enroll in the Federal Employees Dental
and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP). The end of TRDP is part of the historic reforms that began rolling out in the
Military Health System on January 1, 2018. The implementation of the provisions under the 2017 NDAA and the
beginning of new TRICARE support contracts is meant to improve health and enhance medical readiness for the
uniformed services.
The first opportunity to enroll in FEDVIP will be during the next Federal Benefits Open Season, which runs from
November 12 through December 10, 2018 (ET), with coverage effective January 1, 2019.
If you are currently enrolled in a TRDP plan, you will not be automatically enrolled in a FEDVIP plan for 2019. You
must enroll during open season. Website: https://www.tricare.benefeds.com
FEDVIP Eligibility
In general, retired uniformed service members and their families who were eligible for the TRICARE Retiree Dental
Program (TRDP) are eligible for Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) dental coverage
and, if enrolled in a TRICARE health plan, FEDVIP vision coverage. In addition, family members of active duty
uniformed service members who are enrolled in a TRICARE health plan are eligible for FEDVIP vision coverage.
Coverage is effective January 1, 2019, if you enroll during the Federal Benefits Open Season.
Customer Service
Current Enrollees
Phone: 888-838-8737 (24 hours automated)
Phone: 866-847-1264 (TTY/TDD)
Customer Service available Monday through Friday excluding holidays 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Eastern Time
Prospective Enrollees
Enrollment assistance* – leave a message at 855-827-6436 and your call will be returned in 3-5 business
days.
*Enrollment assistance is available to answer enrollment related questions - phone enrollments not available
Phone (automated information, 24 hours): Toll-free 888-838-8737, (Skype) 888-838-8737 FREE
Phone (TTY/TDD): Toll-free 866-847-1264, (Skype) 866-847-1264

Newsletter

Executive Board Meeting

Help the chapter reduce newsletter costs by requesting an email version in lieu
of a printed copy. If you are able and would like to get this via email, or if you
need some help with it, contact me at moaaeditor@gmail.com or call me at
517-526-2406.

6 September 2018, 1130 at
Piazzano’s, 1825 N Grand River,
Lansing, MI
See you there!!

Newsletter Sponsors
Sponsors: Thank you for your generous support. Chapter Members: Please support our sponsors with
your business.

VA Seeks WWII Veterans Who participated in Mustard Gas
Testing
During
World War
II, there
were concerns
about the effects of Mustard
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Gas and Lewisite in battlefield conditions. Some troops participated in full992 PENNINE RI
body testing of these agents to determine the effectiveness of equipment
or other countermeasures. Those Veterans may be eligible for disability
benefits related to certain health conditions. World War II Veterans who
were previously denied benefits for mustard gas or Lewisite exposure and
have not been contacted by VA, should call (800) 827-1000 to request that
their claim be reviewed.

Michigan to build new Veterans home on former military housing complex in
Macomb County
CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP, Mich. - Michigan plans to build a new veterans home at the site of a
former military housing complex in Macomb County.
The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency announced Wednesday that the state purchased the site known
as Sebille Manor in Macomb County's Chesterfield Township for $820,000 from the U.S. Defense
Department. The 103-acre (41.7-hectare) site will be the location of the Southeast Michigan Veterans
Home.
Gov. Rick Snyder says in a statement that the acquisition "realizes our goal to expand accessibility to
long-term care facilities for Michigan's veterans." A work group in 2016 recommended the construction
of seven new veterans homes over the next 10 years across Michigan.
The property formerly was used for housing supporting an Army garrison. It's located near Selfridge Air
National Guard Base, which is in Harrison Township.
“Acquiring Sebille Manor resulted from a substantial, bi-partisan team effort across state government,”
said Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency Director James Robert Redford. “To get to where we are today
has taken leadership from the Governor, support of our legislative partners in the Michigan House and
Senate as well as members of Congress and Michigan’s two Senators, the Michigan Facilities Board of
Directors, and a lot of dedicated effort from the DTMB Real Estate division and staff at MVAA.”
“The creation of the new authority and funding for the construction of two new homes for our veterans
was a top priority of mine,” said Senator David Hildenbrand (R-Grand Rapids). "I am excited to see this
important step accomplished so we can move forward on building much needed new, state of the art
facilities for our veterans.”

Support Our Scholarship Program!!
Support Kroger Card Drive!!
We continue to increase our enrollment in the Kroger Community Rewards Program! Thank you
for all of your support and thank you in advance for signing up for this valuable program. We will
have computers at the September picnic to help anyone needing assistance with joining the
program. Our chapter non-profit Organization number is: JR311, use this number when
contacting Kroger for assistance.

From the MOAA STAFF
President Donald Trump on Monday afternoon approved H.R. 515, the John S. McCain National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019. The President signed the legislation in front of huge
crowd at Fort Drum, N.Y.
"There is no better place than right here at Fort Drum to celebrate its passage. No better place," Trump
told the cheering crowd, which included many uniformed service members. "After years of devastating
cuts, we're now rebuilding our military like we never have before. Ever. Because we know that to
survive, and having that survival of our freedom, it depends upon the might of our military."
The last time Congress passed a defense bill this early was over 20 years ago with the FY 1997
NDAA.
"The NDAA is a great example of bi-partisan support for our military," said MOAA President and CEO
Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, (USAF Ret.). "Our Congress, and president, by signing this bill into law,
recognize the selfless service of those in uniform by providing a proper pay raise and housing
allowances. They also recognize the need to increase troop strength to support Secretary Mattis'
National Defense Strategy."
The legislation includes a 2.6 percent increase in basic pay for troops, which President Trump
described as "the biggest increase in a decade."
President Trump also highlighted "$11 billion for military construction, including family housing."
"Every day the military is fighting for us, and now we are fighingt for you, 100 percent," Trump told the
troops.

Congratulations to all members of the Capitol Area Chapter for receiving MOAA’s 5 Star Chapter
award 2 years running!! Please congratulate and thank Tom McBeath for his leadership and Jim
Sigmon for his diligent efforts documenting our successes with MOAA.

Our chapter newsletter received the 2017 Harris Communications “4 Star Award”.
Many thanks go to David Herring for his outstanding efforts for not only 2017 but the ten years
prior by developing our award-winning publication. Jim Sigmon was again “The Man” by pushing
Harris to convene a special board to consider this honor, well deserved!!

Got a VA Rating? You Can Get a Free Lifetime National Parks Pass
A little-known benefit from the Interior Department gives military veterans with any
disability rating from the Department of Veterans Affairs a free lifetime pass to national
parks and other recreation areas, as well as discounts on some fees.
The lifetime Access Pass is advertised as available to those who "have been medically
determined to have a permanent disability ... does not have to be a 100 percent disability."
But a National Parks official confirmed to Military.com that any veteran with a disability
rating from the VA should be able to access it.
"If a veteran has [a] disability paper that states they have a 10 percent disability, etc., the
ranger would accept it," Kathy Kupper, a National Parks spokesperson, said in an email.
An Interior Department website also gives examples of proof of disability paperwork
accepted from the VA, including awards letters and benefits summaries -- but the
examples do not include "permanent and total" disability ratings.
The discrepancy between the Interior Department's "permanent disability" statement and
what does and does not qualify as "permanent" to the VA is likely a matter of bureaucratic
definitions.
While the VA defines a "permanent disability" as something 100 percent disabling that will
not improve over time, the Interior Department defers to the Americans With Disabilities
Act, which defines a disability as a "physical or mental impairment that substantially limits
one or more major life activities."
Just like the annual free military America the Beautiful Pass, which is available to activeduty troops, Guardsmen and reservists and their dependents, the Access Pass will give
free entrance to the pass holder and any other passengers at "per vehicle" locations. But
unlike that military pass, the Access Pass is good only for the pass holder at "per person"
locations.
The Access Pass also offers benefits the military pass does not, such as discounted
"expanded amenity" fees. Those could include discounts for individual campsites, some
guided tours and some in-park transportation or special use permits.
The pass can be obtained in person at one of these locations. It can also be received by
mail for a $10 fee by filling out and mailing in a paper application.
Kupper said if a ranger will not accept a veteran's VA disability rating paperwork for some
reason, he or she should fill out the by-mail application.
For application questions contact: fedrecpass@usgs.gov or call 888-275-8747

